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Information Centres 


These Centres are all authorized by the Capuchin Fri- 
ars. They are supplied with reading materials and 
devotional objects and will arrange film showings and 


pilgrimages. 


Australia Padre Pio Centre of Australia - Bro. Michael 
O'Dwyer, OFMCap., Capuchin Friary, 96 Catherine St, 
2040 N.S.W. 

Mr. and Mrs, Paul MacLeod 2, Hawthorn 
Ave., Belmont, Geelong, Victoria 3216 - Tel. (0352) 438304. 


Leichhardt 


England Padre Pio Information Centre - Stella and 
Anthony Lilley, Kingsdown Park House, Tankerton, 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 2DF - Tel. (01227) 274050 
Fax (01227) 276136. Website: www.cnt.co.uk/padrepio 

Padre Pio Bookshop — Mrs. Kathy Kelly, 
264 Vauxhall Bridge Rd., Victoria, London SWIV 1EJ 
Tel. (0171) 834-5363. 


India Padre Pio Capuchin Centre — Krist Jyoti, C-2/36-A 
Yamuna Vihar, Delhi 110053 - Tel. (011) 2266760. 


Ireland /rish Office for Padre Pio - Mrs. Eileen 
Maguire, 58 Dufferin Ave., S.C. Rd., Dublin 8 - Tel. 
(O01) 4536359 — Fax 4546503. 

Padre Pio Repository - Mr. and Mrs. Sean Mul- 
rine, 101 Templegrove, Derry — Tel. (01504) 265926. 


Malta Padre Pio Information Centre - Mrs. Tessie Scer- 
ri, 25 Pietro Floriani St., Floriana — Tel. (00356) 
231446. 


Philippines Philippine Centre for Padre Pio - 188 E. 
Rodriquez Jr. Avenue — Libis, Quezon City, Metro Ma- 
nila 1110 - Tel. (632) 6343668 - Fax (632) 6343669. 


Scotland Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Davidson — 75 Laming- 
ton Road, Glasgow G52 2SE - Tel. 883-9297. 

Mr. and Mrs. E.T. Dick — 10 Sutherland Ave., 
Bearsden G61 3JR - Tel. (0141) 9427771. 


USA and Canada National Centre for Padre Pio, Inc. 
~ Mrs. Vera M. Calandra, 2213 Old Route 100, Barto, 
PA 19504 Tel. (610) 845 - 3000. Fax (610) 845-2666. 
E-mail ncfpp@earthlink.net 

Website: www.ncfpp.com 


Please note that the only office serving the U.S.A. and 
Canada authorized by Our Lady of Grace Friary in San 
Giovanni Rotondo is this office in Barto, Pa., formerly in 
Norristown. We are not affiliated with any other organ- 
ization, office, group, centre, institute or foundation even 
if they use the name of Padre Pio. For convenience, res- 
idents of the United States and Canada are urged to use 
the U.S.A. office for correspondence, subscriptions, and 
contributions, Itis a Federal tax exempt organization for 
residents of the U.S.A. which means that contributions 
to Padre Pio's friary in Italy made through the Pa. office 
are tax deductible by the donor. 


Perpetual Mass remembrance 

A Mass is offered daily for all enrolled, both living 
and dead. The usual offering is $ 6.00 or £ 3.00. En- 
rolment may be made individually or by family. It's 
a wonderful way to remember people. 
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CULT OF THE BLESSED Pap 


Cult, that is public veneration, is no 
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How to become Padre Pio's spiritual child 

Padre Pio, during his lifetime, accepted many 

ple as his spiritual children. When assured of ie 
goodwill, he always told them: "I accept you, but donk 
make me lose face.” Today many of his devotees stil 
want to become his spiritual children. What are - , 
to do? Ee 
They must comply with the following conditions: 
Live intensely a life of divine grace: (2) prove their 
faith by words and actions; (3) desire to remain un- 
der the protection of the Servant of God, Padre Pio 
and to enjoy the fruits of his prayers and sufferings: 
(4) imitate the venerable Padre in his love for Jesus 
Crucified, for the Most Blessed Sacrament, for our 
Lady, the Pope and the entire Church; (5) practise 
sincere charity towards all. Application should be 
made in writing. 
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A Mass for benefactors 

The friars have arranged in gratitude that a Mass be 
offered for all benefactors’ intentions on the 23rd of 
each month at Padre Pio’s tomb. 


Notice 

The faithful who have personally known Padre Pio 
of Pietrelcina and have information of interest to 
communicate, and those who wish to make known 
graces or cures which they believe were obtained 
through his intercession, are urgently requested to 
get in touch with the Postulator of the Cause. Ac- 
cording to the decrees of Canon Law 2004, No. 2 and 
2007, No. 1, he is the only person authorized to pro- 
mote the Cause with the competent ecclesiastical au- 
thorities. 

The attention of the faithful is drawn to the fact that 
the Vice Postulator, Father Gerardo Di Flumeri, 1s 
authorized to gather all documents relevant to the 
Cause of Padre Pio. Therefore, the faithful are re- 
quested to send to him documents, testimonies and 
other relevant details which would help the Cause of 
Padre Pio. All information and communication in this 
regard should be sent to the following address: 


Postulation for Padre Pio's Cause 

Our Lady of Grace Capuchin Friary 

71013 San Giovanni Rotondo, FG, Italy 

Direct lines — Voice Office: (0882) 417294 
English Office (0882) 417214 - Fax (0882) 417241 
Friary: (0882) 4171 - Fax (0882) 417252 
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of Beatification of the Vener- 
able Padre Pio of Pictrelcina 
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Offering for the printing and 
postage for one year (12 num- 
bers) for the English edition is: 
Australia $ 19.00 

Canada $ 18.00 

England £ 8.50 

Ireland £ 9.50 

U.S.A. $ 16.00 

One copy, L. 2,000 


In obedience 


In obedience to the Decree of 
Pope Urban VIII we declare 
that we do not attribute more 
than human faith to any ex- 
traordinary facts narrated in 
this journal, nor do we antici- 
pate the definitive judgement 
of the Church to which the ed- 
itors intend to offer their full- 
est submission. 
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“Blessed Is the Man!” 
By Rev. Barry Bossa, S.A.C. 
How Beatification came about 


From the Padre’s Pen 
By Padre Pio, OFM Cap. 
Love is known in suffering 


Peacefully in the Arms of Christ 
By Mer. Paul Josef Cordes 
It all boils down to trusting 


Padre Pio’s Gift of Prophecy 
By Padre Carmelo Durante, OFM Cap 
The Blessed Padre prophesied on various things 


The Interior Inspiration of Padre Pio 
By Padre Giovanni Salvestrin, SJ 
He was supported in three ways 


Our Lady Is Calling You 
By Nicola Vecere 
Guiding a vocation according to Our Lady 


The Heart Crowned With Thorns 
By Padre Gerardo Di Flumert, OFM C. 
Love's appeal for the most part not listened to 


We believe in Love 
By Mgr. Antonio Del Gaudio 
Searching God's Heart 


Testimonials 
Doors that opened to prayerful petition 


What's Happening 
Thanks to you, great progress is being made 


In the Margin 
A few comments and a note 


The Pilgrims’ Page 
A few among the millions 


Books and Booklets 
Fascinating reading on an extraordinary subject 


Videos and Cassettes 
It’s all fascinating 
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“BLESSED IS THE MAN!” 


Barry Bossa gives us the who, why and when of the beatification 
process in the Church’s history and function. 


hese words begin the Book of Psalms and 

describe the happiness of every person who 
follows God and walks in his ways. At this time our 
Holy Father brings great joy to the People of God as 
he proclaimed Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, priest of the 
Capuchin branch of the Franciscan Order, to be surely 
in the company of those happy souls who live now 
with God in heaven. 

Arrival at this degree of honour is part of a very 
long process set up by the Church centuries ago to 
ensure that people who were commonly believed to 
be holy by their fellow men actually were. 

Holy Church has always revered the Apostles 
who transmitted our Faith by their evangelization, 
miracles and sealed it with their martyrdoms. It holds 
in high esteem those brave Christians who chose to 
die rather than renounce their faith in Christ Jesus 
the Lord. It looks with awe upon those generous 
men and women who chose the life of consecrated 
chastity for the sake of the Kingdom of Heaven. It 
bows its head in respect before the shining example 
of husbands and wives who have lived in the bless- 
edness of Christian marriage. It expresses heartfelt 
gratitude for those who have unselfishly provided 
for the poor, welcomed the outcast, tended the sick 
and offered hope to the derelict. 

At first there was no formal certification for the 
outstanding holiness of a deceased person other than 
the acclaim of those who knew the individual in the 
local communities. After a while, local bishops be- 
gan to investigate the backgrounds of such people to 
be sure that the honour given was merited and then 
Church approval would follow. 

Lists of these saintly people were compiled to 
form a martyrology. It was called that because most 
of the people listed had died for their faith in Christ. 
They were arranged according to the calendar so 
that their names would be remembered on the an- 
niversary of their death which is their birthday in 
heaven. 

In mediaeval times it was felt that the final 
approva] of a person's worthiness for sainthood 
should be reserved to the judgement of the Holy 
Father. Formal] declarations of sainthood: had been 
made before on the local diocesan level by bishops 
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who had reviewed the evidence of holiness 
puted miracles. 

St Ulrich of Augsburg is the first saint on record 
to have been formally canonized by a Pope. Ulrich 
came from Augsburg and was trained by the Bene. 
dictines at St Gall Abbey in Switzerland. In 923 he 
replaced his uncle as Bishop of Augsburg, During 
his pastorate the Magyars on the warpath destroye 
his city. Ulrich rallied the remnant of his flock with 
great courage and together they rebuilt the city and 
reconstructed his cathedral. In his old age he retired 
as bishop and returned to St Gall’s Abbey where he 
died in 973. 

Because he had been named bishop by his uncle 
and had named his nephew to succeed him at Aues- 
burg there was some controversy about whether he 
was truly a saint though his life was otherwise blame- 
less and many miracles were attributed to him. Pope 
John XV settled the matter in 993, twenty vears after 
his death, and canonized him as St Ulrich. 

As Christianity developed more candidates were 
eligible for inclusion among the holy ones of God 
and honour given by his people. Procedures and 
guidelines for investigating a candidate's worthiness 
were established. Personal holiness was the first and 
foremost requirement. This would be seen in living 
out the virtues and mandates of the Gospel. Holi- 
ness need not have been present continually since 
infancy otherwise it would have eliminated many of 
the greatest saints who had been repentant sinners 
such as St Mary Magdalen, St Moses the Black, St 
Augustine or St Margaret of Cortona. All of these 
struggled greatly in the arena of temptation belore 
receiving their haloes. ; 

Eye witness testimony was to be gathered from 
as many persons as possible who knew and lived 
with the candidate. This was to be carefully written 
down and studied. If the candidate had spoken or 
written, these things had to be checked to see whether 
there was anything contrary to official Church teach- 
ing. Every report of a miracle had to be thoroughly 
investigated, recorded and examined by medica! 
experts competent enough to clearly testify that the 
miracle was beyond the power of the medical worlt 
to have wrought with its own skills. 


and te. 


Up to 70,000 people partake in the annual night vigil for Blessed Padre Pio’s anniversary. This 
is one of the many indications of the gargantuan devotion to him throughout the world. 


Since propriety is in order, anything which 
smacks of the inappropriate is not swept asside. Since 
humility is one of the prime virtues sought for in the 
life of a saint it is no surprise that the following case 
never got off the ground. A certain priest of a certain 
parish was very well known for his very saintly life 
and his parishioners thought for sure that their pastor 
would be enthroned in heaven right next to the Curé 
of Ars! Unfortunately, so did the pastor, who had 
saved all his money with the instructions that it 
should defray the expenses of his canonization so 
his parishioners would not have to foot the bill! 
Wouldn't it be interesting to know whatever hap- 
pened to the naive pastor's reserved funds? 

Investigation sometimes reveals amazing barti- 
ers as in the case of Thomas a Kempis, a Dutch 
cleric, whose beautiful little book, Imitation of Christ 
is loved by so many. When his grave was opened 
during the preliminary investigations to identify his 
remains, it is said that he was found with clumps ol 
his own hair held tightly in his hands. He had appar- 
ently been buried alive when his coma was mistak- 
enly diagnosed as death. There was no evidence of 
embalming. It was impossible to determine for cer- 
tain whether or not that Kempis died of despair and 
the whole matter was discontinued and never re- 
sumed. 

Diocesan examiners, commissioned by the bish- 
op, begin the preliminary investigations. When it 
becomes reasonably sure that there are sufficient 
grounds to continue the process a priest is appoint- 
ed as Postulator or “PR” man. The candidate is given 
the designation Servant of God. Since we are all 
servants of God, this title does not signify an exalted 
rank but rather a humble identity tag to distinguish 
the person in this initial stage. 

The Postulator is under the supervision of the 
Sacred Congregation of the Causes of the Saints in 
Rome and he forwards all intormation and reports 
to them. This department of the Vatican is located 
at the end of the long line of buildings that line the 
avenue that leads to St Peter's Square. [tis to the left 


and on the third floor Because the investigation 

and interviews take so much time it is sears and 

years later that the work is completed and read 
The candidate's life and virtues lived to an tf 


ic degree is reviewed by a commission of car 
If all goes well, these men forward the results to the 
Holy Father recommending that the candidate be 
declared Venerable. Our Padre Pio was given tt 
honour two vears ago by Pope John Pau! II 

Joyful and jubilant we receive the glad news that 


our Padre Pio has entered the next phase of h 
advancement towards sainthood. Hols Church cor 
fered upon Padre Pio the rank Blesse 


Though a beatification can be he! 
these rites normally take place at S) Pe 
in Rome. The very first beatilicatio: 
was that of the gentle, congenial 
Francis De Sales, Bishop of Geneva 
Visitation Sisters and author of spiri 
His beatification was not only unusus 
first one at St Peter's but because it 
1622 the same vear that he died. Alexar 
formed the ceremony. 

Beauitications and canonizations now ox 
St Peter's Square at an outdoor Mass. After th 
ice begins a Bishop petitions the Pope to ent 
candidate among the Blessed. The Holy Father eo: 
ed this request to the great applause of all anc 
toned the “Gloria In Excelsis Deo” which the 
continued. During this majestic and tnumphan 
hymn the huge banner of the newly beatiticd «a 
unveiled from the Papal balcony above the a 
During the Liturgy of the Word the Pope spoke of 
the newly beatified in light of the scriptures and the 


newly beatified’s outstanding example as a role mode! 
tor authentic Christian living 

After Mass the 
the background ot 
pealing of the basilica bells letting all Rome and the 
whole world Know that “Blessed ind 
who walked in the law of the Lord!” 


vat applause Was set ag 


inderous and sonorous 


eed as this man 
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FROM THE PADRE’S PEN 


“Living here below worries me, states aa ae 
. 7 ; ” 
“But love is recognised in suffering. On being faithful in love, 
but Jesus does not answer. 


Pietrelcina 
29 December 1912 


J.M.J.F. 


M y very dear Father, 


Another year is passing into eternity 
with the weight of the sins I committed during this 
time! How many souls more fortunate than I am 
have greeted the dawn and not the ending! How 
many souls have entered into Jesus’ abode and will 
remain there for ever! How many utterly happy souls 
whom I envy have passed into eternity by the death 
of the just, kissed by Jesus, comforted by the sacra- 
ments, assisted by a minister of God, with a heaven- 
ly smile on their lips in spite of the physical suffer- 
ings which oppressed them! 

Living here below is wearisome to me, my dear 
Father. It is such a bitter torment to me to live in 
exile that I can hardly go on any longer. The thought 
that at any moment I may lose Jesus distresses me 
in a way that I cannot explain; only a soul that loves 
Jesus sincerely can understand what this means. 

During these days which are so solemn for me 
since they are feasts of the heavenly Child, I have 
frequently been seized by those excesses of divine 
love which cause my poor heart to grow quite faint. 

Completely penetrated by Jesus’ condescension 
towards me, I addressed my usual prayer to him 
with greater confidence: “Oh, Jesus, if 1 could only 
love you, if I could only suffer as much as I should 
like in order to make you happy and make some 
kind of reparation for men’s ingratitude towards you!” 

But Jesus made his voice more clearly audible in 
my heart: “My son, love is recognized in suffering; 


you will feel it acutely in your soul and even more 
acutely in your body.” 

My dear Father, to me these words remain very 
obscure. : 

Those wretches are trying to torment me in every 
way; I complain to Jesus of this and I hear Him say 
to me: “Courage! After the battle comes peace.” He 
tells me I must be faithful and courageous. I am 
ready for anything as long as I am doing his will. 
Only pray, I implore you, that the little bit of life 1 
have left may be spent for his glory and that I may 
make use of this time in such a way as to spread the 
light. 

I prayed to Jesus for that intention you recom- 
mended to me recently, but He didn’t answer me. 
For some time past He has not been pleased to answer 
me whenever it is a question of matters appertaining 
to our Province, for He is very disgusted by thé way 
our Province is behaving. It seems to me that you 
ought readily to accept this office, always if it is 
enjoined on you, for it seems to me that though you 
are rather weak you ought to accept it, since more 
suitable subjects are lacking. 

I beg you, though, not to look for this post your 
self, even indirectly, and to refuse it if at all possible. 

From Padre Stefano, that is from Foggia, I have 
received nothing, and until about the middle of next 
month I do not lack Mass intentions. After that, God 
will provide! 

I must stop here, as I am unable to continue. On 
behalf of the Archpriest, my family and all our good 
friends, I wish you a happy New Year, asking you ' 
pass on this greeting to the whole community. 

Fra Pio 


Q 


Peacefully in the 
Arms of Christ 


We can make great progress in the 
spiritual life, Paul Josef Cordes 
explains, if only we have the trust 
of a child in its father’s arms. 


A few months ago I was speaking to some cc- 
quaintances about Padre Pio and the great 
veneration and hove the faithful have for him in It- 
aly. Being a foreigner this was all new to me. They 
told me: “In Italy you will find more statues of Padre 
Pio than of any other person or saint.” I was quite 
surprised! 

The great numbers of faithful gathered here for 
this Eucharist and the celebrations of the week re- 
veal clearly the importance of Padre Pio in the spir- 
itual lives of many faithful. No doubt it is because 
during his life he accomplished extraordinary things, 
interceded with God for those in need and thanks to 
his prayers to God cured the sick and took away 
suffering. Again today we are gathered here to ask 
for his intercession. We bring our troubles to San 
Giovanni Rotondo confident that God will listen to 
us. Our piety is always determined by the trials of 
life. The saying goes that: “It is the hardships of life 


“I 


that teach us to pray.” We turn to God because eve- 
ryday life does not reserve only happiness for us. 
This reference to God in our lives may surprise 
some of our contemporaries. In fact, it is expected 
today that we try to solve our problems alone. We all 
know, particularly in our jobs, but also in our social 
relations, that unless we personally take the situa- 
tion in hand, the difficulty will remain unsolved. 
Padre Pio has brought us together here for Mass 
to pray and praise the Lord. And he invites us to 
abandon ourselves with our joys and sufferings in the 
Lord. As the theme of this celebration reminds us: 


“Faith is to rest tranquilly in 
the arms of Christ.” 


This is the complete opposite to the convictions 
of so many of our contemporaries. Padre Pio assures 
us: God loves you. Give your suffering to Him. Place 
your trust in Him. Don’t worry. Haven't you already 
enough proof of his consolation and assistance? God 
is not only good, but also powerful. He is stronger 
than evil. If anything it is God and not evil that we 
should fear, We are not meant to appease the forces 
of evil like witches and sorcerers. We are not meant 
to offer sacrifices to pacify evil. Christ is the Lord. 
He will assist us and if it is for our good He will free 
us also from our difficulties. 

My dear brothers and sisters, Padre Pio is happy 
that you have come today to renew and confirm 
your faith in the power and goodness of God. How- 
ever, it is not just Padre Pio who exhorts us to do 
this. More importantly the Gospel that was pro- 
claimed announces to us this faith in God. Jesus 
teaches us that we are his disciples. So let us listen 
to what He wants to tell us. And Jesus as a good 
catechist does so by words and signs. He takes a 
child and holds him up to us all as an example. 
Perhaps this does not surprise us in Italy. But in the 
ancient world and Jewish ambient it was quite un- 
usual for a child to be given any relevance, especial- 
ly for an important message. In Jesus’ ambient a 
child was not made a fuss of and made the centre of 
attention, as is the custom in this country and which 
we can witness on every bus and street corner, 

In Jesus’ time to give one’s attention to children 
was a Joss of time. Children counted for nothing. 
They were included and disappeared within the con- 
cept of “home” or “family.” We realise this also from 
that scene in the Gospel when they brought some 
children to Jesus and the disciples sent them away 
brusquely — cf Mk 10,13, On that occasion also Jesus 
reveals that He does not share the contempt for 
children of his time. He calls them to Him and bless- 
es them. 

Sull it is not Jesus’ intention to educate us on 
the social standing of children, but to bring us a 


message of faith, the announcement that we 
Father in Heaven. Jesus’ singular behaviour 
to underline the novelty of the message. He Wants | 

communicate in this way a truth that for example i 
totally alien to Buddhism. Jesus says: a child is weal 
and insecure, he depends entirely on others, hen 


have a 
Serves 


nee 
he must always look up to the adult. In the same 
way those who have faith mustlook up to Christ and 


look for everything from Him. In Christ He finds his 
salvation and happiness, and not just eternal happi- 
ness after death. Already in this life communion With 
our Lord infuses hope and a true sense to life. So a 
Christian can be certain of the loving gaze of God 
upon him and like the Psalmist he can say: the 
liever “lives in the shadow of the Almighty.” 

During my last years at school, my elder sister 
who was married was still living at home with my 
parents. She had a child who was about two years 
old and who had just learnt to walk but not to speak 
yet. When my father returned home from work jn 
the evening, my nephew would often take him by the 
hand and without saying a word would lead him to 
the kitchen where he knew some cakes were kept, 
How could his grandfather refuse such a request? 
How could he resist such a ploy? In the same way, 
I believe, we can expect from God all that is good for 
our salvation. Jesus Himself tells us: 


be- 


“If you then who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more 
will your Father who is in heav- 
en give good things to those 
who ask Him!” — Mt 7,11. 


Jesus therefore has a precise idea in mind when 
He takes a child in his arms. He is not inspired by 
sentimentalism or by an idyllic vision of things. He 
knows that children can also be bad, that childhood 
does not necessarily signify goodness, and for this 
not to be held as an example in itself. Saying “You 
then, who are evil...” does not refer only to adults, 
since man’s evil comes from his heart and children 
also have a heart, Saint Paul tells us that there ar 
rives a time when we must put aside the ways of 
children: faith does not mean ingenuousness oF 
immaturity. It is not being childish that brings about 
our salvation. It seems instead that God wants (0 
call us to Himself through his goodness, to draw Us 
to Himself by his love and make our trust in Him 
grow, In this way we become more detached from 
ourselves. We turn to God less to ask something for 
ourselves, We remain with Him simply because those 
who love wish to be close to their beloved. Close '° 
the one we love, we forget ourselves and we interest 


ourselves more in pleasing the other and we experi- 
ence the joy of knowing and doing the will of the 
other. To find ourselves then in the arms of Christ 
loses every trace of egoism and self-seeking and ma- 
tures into the gift of self. 

The Gospel of today does not speak only of how 
to become trustful like children. It does not speak 
only against the secret temptation of our own excel- 
lence and independence, to be not servants but lords. 
It speaks also of our readiness to share in Christ's 
destiny. It speaks of his redemptive death. And we 
must not ignore these words, like the disciples, who 
did not comprehend them. Since only in commun- 


ion with his sufferings 
can we prove that we 
sought Him not out of 
self interest and that our 
love was not just self 
love, but love for Him. 

All this must not 
weaken the fervour of 
our prayer. In his love 
God wants to turn his 
ear and paternal heart 
to us. But only by com- 
munion with the Lord in 
his work of redemption 
do we find proof of our 
faith’s authenticity. The 
great Frenchman Leon 
Bloy expressed it in this 
way: 

“If someone 
says, I love 
you, but does 
not want to 
suffer for you, 
this person, 
even though he 
openly alttimns 
to love you is 
only a usurer 
of your feel- 
ings and wants 
to bring about 
his own de- 
signs in your 
heart.” 

Piety of this kind conceals a search for ourselves 
and is shallow. Padre Pio followed the path of piety 
of an adult. He put up with misunderstandings and 
slanders. Together with the suffering Lord, he re- 
deemed those who came to him. Today he draws 
millions of people, brings them divine consolation 
and hope. From the many statues and images about 
that portray him we understand what a great mis- 
sion he has in our Church. And from his life we can 
understand how the cross and suffering are only a 


means and how the redemption of Christ leads to 
the Resurrection and victory. 


Q 


PADRE PIO’S GIFT 
OF PROPHECY 


Carmelo Durante shows us how Padre Pio’s charisma, 
the gift of prophecy, touched upon individuals, nations and the world. 
He was never known to be incorrect. 


| wish to relate a few prophecies of the Servant 

of God Padre Pio of Pietrelcina that I witnessed 
and some others that were recounted to me by trust- 
worthy people. By prophecy I wish to make clear I 
mean the “prediction of future events by divine in- 
spiration.” The first prophecy concerns the last world 
war with regards to Germany and Italy. 


“Germany will lose the war” 


During the last world war, I would spend the 
summer holidays from the Gregorian Pontifical 
University of Rome - where I was studying - at Sa.: 
Giovanni Rotondo, close to my spiritual director 
Padre Pio. 

It was the summer of 1942. Naturally we spoke 
about the war everyday and, particularly, of the re- 
sounding military victories of Germany on all the 
battle fronts. 

I remember that one morning I read in the fri- 
ary parlour in the newspaper the news that the 
German advance troops were already approaching 
Moscow. 

I was amazed and saw in that news flash, the 
end of the war with Germany’s final victory. 

Going out into the hallway, I met the Padre and 
delighted said to him: “Padre, the war is over! Ger- 
many has won!” 

“Who said so?” Padre Pio asked. 

“Padre, the newspaper!” I answered. 

And Padre Pio: “Germany won the war! You lis- 
ten to me, Germany, this time, will lose the war and 
worse than last time! Just remember that!” 
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“But Padre,” I responded, “the Germans are «l- 
ready approaching Moscow!” 

“Just remember what I told you!” he repeated. 

linsisted, “But if Germany loses the war, it means 
that Italy will lose too!” 

And he answered me with decision, “Well, we 
will have to see if we finish the war together.” 

These words of his were totally obscure to me 
at the time, given that Italy and Germany were 
allies, but the following year they became clear, 
after the armistice with England and America on 
8 September 1943 and with Italy declaring war on 
Germany. 


“Italy will lose the war out of the mercy 
of God” 


Another day, in the friary hallway, Padre Pio said 
to me, “Italy will lose the war out of the mercy of 
God, not because of his justice.” 

And I appealed to him, “But Padre, how can 
one lose a war out of mercy and not out of jus- 
tice?!” 

He responded and confirmed, “Yes, it is as ! 
say, Italy will lose the war out of the mercy ° 
God, because if she won the war with Germany. 
the war over, Germany would crush Italy under Is 
feet!” : , 

And he stamped his foot on the ground with 
force to bring across what that meant. 

Later it became clear to me how losing the Wé 
for Italy was really a victory and not a disgrace *! 
all, but a grace. 


e war 


Blessed Padre Pio understood very well that all the charisma he had did not mean he was holy. 
Therefore, he always remained in profound humility which held Christ’s gaze always upon him. 
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“You will die after me!” 


When I was the Superior of the friary of San 
Giovanni Rotondo, I set about gathering all the tes- 
timonies I could for the archives on the beloved 
Padre. 

My historical research for my doctorate on Car- 
dinal Massaja had made me acquainted with many 
archives in Italy and abroad and prepared me, one 
could say, to be an “archivist.” One evening during 
the six years of 1953-1959 when I was Superior, I 
asked my fellow friars after prayers to write, for the 
friary archives, anything that might be useful for the 
future history of Padre Pio. 

The following concerns the good Padre Romolo 
of San Marco in Lamis, my former director at school 
and almost a contemporary of Padre Pio since he 
was born on 10 May 1886 and Padre Pio a year later 
on 25 May 1887. 

A few days after I had asked the friars to record 
their testimonies, Padre Romolo came to me holding 
a sheet of paper in his hand saying, “Here, I have 
written the prophecy that Padre Pio as a young man 
made me in Latin, “Romolo, statutum est te mori 
post me et mori senem,” which in English translates, 
“Romolo, it has been established that you will die 
after me and that you will die at a ripe old age.” 

And this is what happened! In fact Padre Romo- 
lo died on 1 February 1981, namely 13 years after 
Padre Pio who went to heaven on 23 September 1968, 
and he died very old at the ripe old age of 95 and 
continuing to give the blessing of Padre Pio, through 
the expressed wishes of the Padre himself, to the 
pilgrims who came to San Giovanni Rotondo, until 
his strength failed him. 


“One day you will thank me” 


In September 1928, I accepted to enter a school 
run by friars on the condition that after a year I 
could return home. I had no intention of becoming 
a friar. Everyone knew this. 

During that year at San Giovanni Rotondo, un- 
der the spiritual guidance of the Servant of God, 
through his prayers and suffering, I obtained instead 
the grace of a religious vocation. 

My parents, unaware of my change of mind, came 
in September of 1929 to collect me and bring me 
home as agreed the preceding year. 

But when we spoke in the square in front of the 
friary, I said to my mother that I wanted to become 
a friar. My parents knowing what I was like did not 
take me seriously. So I asked them to speak to Padre 
Pio. My mother went to the Servant of God and told 
him of my intention and her uncertainty about my 
decision. 

But the Padre answered, “So your son wishes to 
become a friar? Well! It is Saint Francis who is calling 
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him! You must let him become a friar and you will 
see that one day you will thank me.” 

My parents accepted the Padre’s counsel and 
recommended me to his prayers and intercession, 

All this took place in September of 1929. 

Since then, 25 years have gone by and thanks be 
to God and the Most Holy Virgin not only am I a 
friar but contrary to all expectation on 24 Septem- 
ber 1953, I was made the Superior of the [riary of 
San Giovanni Rotondo and hence the Superior of 
my beloved spiritual father, 

The following year my mother with my two sis- 
ters Igina and Ida, came to visit me at San Giovanni 
Rotondo; only my father was missing, having flown 
to heaven in ’48. Naturally my mother had a special 
meeting with the Padre, who as soon as he saw her 
said warmly, “Do you remember many years ago 
(1929), when you were uncertain whether to allow 
your son to become a friar? Well, he is now not only 
a friar but a Superior and my Superior!” 

My mother very moved, kissed the Padre’s hand 
and thanked him wholeheartedly for all he had done 
for me in those 25 years 1928-1954. 

During her stay in San Giovanni Rotondo, my 
mother was able to go to confession and meet the 
Padre on other occasions and express her gratitude 
and respect. The Padre’s words back in 1929 had 
been prophetic. 


“Mussolini won't die in his bed!” 


From a note made at the time. 

At a meeting of 5 October 1955, with Padre Pio's 
first spiritual children they revealed to me a proph- 
ecy of his about the head of the government, Benito 
Mussolini. 

The incident took place in 1922-23. Perhaps 
because of strikes, Mussolini was dismissing work- 
ers from the railway and other companies. When it 
was heard that a father of a family was dismissed 
and was forced to go out begging, Padre Pio com- 
mented, “You'll see, Mussolini won't die in his bed!” 
And we all know how Mussolini ended his days, 
namely hanged! 


“One offers children to God” 


During the last war, finding myself in San Gio- 
vanni Rotondo, in conversation with the Padre, talk 
furned to a manifestation in which some mothers in 
Piazza Venezia in Rome, had offered their children 
that they held in their arms to the Duce, Benito 
Mussolini. “This is a grave sin,” the Padre comment- 
ed sorrowfully, “One offers children to God and not 
to man! “You will see what this will lead to! Musso- 
lini will have to pay heavily for this!” And we know 
just how heavily. a) 


_— 


THE INTERIOR INSPIRATION OF PA 


The Jesuit priest Giovanni Salvestr 
nurtured by the Church 


| t has been written that the Padre was 
phant Eucharist.” His Masses were always sol- 


emn: Masses in which Heaven descended to earth 
and earth ascended to Heaven! 

His liturgy had a unive 
not just for himself, not just for his spiritual chil- 
dren, but for the Church and the whole world. 

Padre Pio was the altar, victim and priest. His 
altar was his cell, his confessional and kneeler, even 
before the altar upon which he celebrated the holy 
Sacrifice. , 

So much has been written on Padre Pio's Mass! 
The photographs that show him celebrating Mass 
cannot leave one indifferent even the most hard- 
hearted. 

Those eyes of his that appeared to penetrate the 
mystery and gave the impression that the Padre was 
able to see what others could Not see, are a prodigy. 

After assisting at the Padre's Mass a priest at- 
tested: “I smelt no perfume. I had no revelations, I 
Was not conscious that he knew the secrets of my 


“a trium- 


rsal breadth, celebrated 


soul. However, I assisted at his Mass and that Mass 
I shall never forget!” 


We could speak of a triumph of the theological 
virtues: a faith that could move mountains; an un- 


in highlights Padre Pio’s interior life, 
» the Eucharist and Mary. 


wavering hope in eter 
our Lord and souls. 
One thing remains ce 
Priests how they should a 
should celebrate holy 
it: as if it was their f 


nal realities: a selfless love for 


Ttain, Padre Pio teaches al] 
Pproach the altar, how they 
Mass and how they should live 
irst, last and only Mass. 


Padre Pio breathed an ecclesiastical life 


His was a courageous life hich 
painfully long and tortured him. 

So many people made him suffer, even those 
who should have been the first to support him, to 
know better and to recognize his charisma and 
mission! Many had difficulty in determining the 
“message” of the Padre, his supernatural gifts, even 
extraordinary, of which he was endowed 

And yet it was in that ven period. when the 
Church clamped down on him with Ppreca n 
measures that the Padre’s veneration a 
the Church grew. When he was forbidden 1 
confessions, when the confessional remained er 
when the long queue of Penitents, of spirits! 
dren disappeared, when he was forbidden to 
brate Mass in public, the Padre did 
not respond by rebellion, with spite- 
ful anger, in fact he humbly obeyed 
without even a criticism or com- 
plaint, without even a legitimate 
defence. 

Remember the Padre's reproo! 
to a spiritual son who wanted to 
defend him: “Quiet, keep silent, you 
should be ashamed! Remember the 
Church is vour mother!” 


at times was 


Padre Pio’s socks used at night 
clearly show the blood of the 
Passion in which he was par 
ticipating. Such an exalted spir. 
itual life had to be supported 
by exalted means. 


The rare letters written by Padre Pio to the holy 
Pontiffs are animated by such a profound reverence, 
such loving esteem and such nobility of soul that it 
is hard to imagine a son more devoted to the Church. 

And the Popes, perhaps without fully realising, 
rewarded the Padre's heroic faith with a tribute “ante 
litteram.” Thus can we interpret the praise, which is 
as sober as it is eloquent of Pope Paul VI that is 
incised on marble near the Padre's tomb. Thus can 
we judge the homily of the Holy Father John Paul II 
on his memorable visit to San Giovanni Rotondo. 


Padre Pio breathed a Marian life 


When the Padre spoke or wrote about Our Lady 

and called her “my mother,” there is nothing puerile 
or sentimental about his language: it is a gracious 
love that has a strong doctrinal and moral solidity. 
The Padre’s devotion to Our Lady was: 
Scriptural because established on the Word of 
God; 
theological because founded in solid Catholic 
doctrine; 
ecclesial because in perfect harmony with the 
thought and teaching of the Church. 
How he would speak and write about Our Lady! 
To a spiritual daughter who asked him what was 
the quickest way to Paradise he answered: “What? 
You don’t know? The shortcut is Mary.” 

One evening, the Padre, who was reciting the 
Rosary, heard someone knock on his cell door. It 
was the Father Guardian who asked him: “How many 
Rosaries have you recited today?” And Padre Pio 
answered: “To my Superior who asks me I am obliged 
to answer. I am reciting my 32nd; I hope to recite 
one more before going to bed.” And he continued: 
“The Lord asks this of me. He does not request the 
same from you otherwise you would all go crazy.” 
- The Padre spoke and wrote how Mary would 
help him overcome the traps of the devil. He cher- 
ished the joy that Mary procured him in her beau- 
tiful month. He declared that Mary accompanied him 
to say Mass. He wished he had a voice so strong as 
to be able to call sinners all over the world to love 

Our Lady. He said: “Her 
loving care towards me can- 
not be described in words.” 
These are just a few frag- 
ments taken from the Pa- 
dre’s life and writings. How- 
ever, Mary's presence in Pa- 
dre Pio's life, his “Passion” 
and apostolate is so intense, 
strong and continuous that it 
is difficult to describe it prop- 
erly in all its manifold vari- 
ety and value. 
One day the Padre 
said that he would die 
with only one regret: that 
he had not been able to 
visit Lourdes and fulfil 
his duty as a sinner. 
Instead, we say that 
had Padre Pio ever vis- 
ited Lourdes, Lourdes 
would have seen one of 
Our Lady’s greatest 
devotees and authentic 
saints, of all time. 


a) 


‘IT IS OUR 
LADY WHO Is 
ALLING YOU” 


Blessed Padre Pio directed lives 
by saying only a few words using 
the charism of the word 
of knowledge. The Salesian priest 
Nicola Vecere had such 
an experience. 


l t was August 1945. In that month, after much 
suffering borne with great resignation, I was 
unexpectedly able to return to my hometown (S Elia 
a Pianisi). I came straight from France after a long 
and distressing imprisonment during the second 
world war. I was at last free, but my desire to enter 
the religious life, that went back more than ten years, 
had never left me an instant. I wanted to become a 
Salesian, but twice I had been hindered in my inten- 
tions: once as a missionary student (a Disciple of 
Mary), I had almost arrived at being vested in the 
habit, but was obliged to take a period of rest be- 
Cause of overwork, and the last time before I had 
taken my religious vows I was summoned up by the 
Fascist police and made to enrol in the army in which 
I spent 39 months. 

As I said earlier, my intention was to become a 
Salesian. I had been won over by the religious fam- 
ily of Saint John Bosco and no other religious order 
or congregation appealed to me. Thus it was that 
around the middle of September of that year I was 
Inspired to go to San Giovanni Rotondo, to meet the 
Servant of God, Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, to ask his 


advice on what I should do. I went to confession to 
him and he told me quite clearly, “My son, it is Our 
Lady herself who is calling you; it is she who wants 
you to become a Salesian. Be at peace, you will make 
your profession, however you must do all you can 
not to let her down.” “Padre,” I said, “I place myself 
under your protection, pray for me,” to which he 
answered, “Yes” and he remained true to his word. 

Furthermore, I had a cousin in the army, like 
me, from whom we had no news so that he was 
thought dead by his family. “Padre,” I asked, “is there 
any hope for him?” And he cheerfully answered, “Yes, 
good hope.” Well for those of you who wish to give 
me credence, after three days, my cousin returned 
safe and sound to his family in S Elia a Pianisi the 
very picture of health compared to myself who looked 
like a skeleton, Today my cousin and his wife live in 
the United States. 

My novitiate year did not go so well for me. 
Because of one of the other novices, my report half 
way through the year was not good. But I was not 
discouraged. My faith strengthened by Padre Pio’s 
prophecy was unshakable and saw me through thick 
and thin. And on 28 August 1947, together with the 
other novices who had little hope for me, I passed. 
The other novice instead was failed. 

Four years later, I returned once again to San 
Giovanni Rotondo. Padre Pio recognised me and said 
to me: “You have almost made it, Salesian. Our Lady 
has triumphed over everyone and in time you will 
make your perpetual vows. Don't let her down.” 

I wish to note an incident of this visit 
as Padre Pio got up from the Confession! to lea 
I took my handkerchief and touched it where he had 
sat. Well that handkerchief smelt of his perfume until 
my return to the Salesian Institute. 

To cut a long story short, after my six years of 
trial I was not allowed to make my perpetual vows. 
I felt lost and I can truly say that my faith was 
shaken. I remembered Padre Pio's prophecy and | 
would ask myself: “Padre, but perhaps you were 
mistaken? Perhaps you did not see things clearly? 
You see I have not been accepted!” But he had seen 
things clearly. Shortly later the tables were completely 
turned. The Provincial who had not accepted me 
became seriously ill and was dying. The new Provin- 
cial who replaced him told me not to go and that I 
had good hopes. And in fact I was accepted. The 
prophecy of the Servant of God, Padre Pio of Pie- 
trelcina, “and in time you will make your perpetual 
vows,” came true! 

I have written here my recollections of my dif- 
ficulties in becoming a Salesian so as to make known 
the Padre’s prophecy that was completely verified 
and in order to give the Padre his due honour and 
glory. 

In faith, 

Nicola Vecere 


soon 


THE 
HEART 


CROWNED 
WITH 


THORNS 


ur Lady's second apparition at Fatima took 
place on Wednesday, 13 June 1917. 

1 have read and re-read the story, taking joy in 
the wonderful simplicity of the three privileged shep- 
herd children and delighting in the many indirect 
references to Sacred Scripture. 

I would like to draw your attention for an in- 
stant upon the most evident of these. 

According to the text of Maria Carreira, who 
was present with about 50 people that day in Cova 
da Iria, when at the end of the apparition Our Lady 
left in the direction of the Orient, all the leaves and 
branches of the oak tree seemed to bend in her wake 
as if caressed by her mantle. 

This brought to my mind the prophet Habakkuk’s 
description of the eruption of God's transcendence in 
history: 

"He stood and measured the earth; 
He looked and shook the nations; then 
the eternal mountains were scattered, the 
everlasting hills sank low” - 3.6 


In the story of the apparition of Fatima, these 
august images of the prophet are instead clothed 


16 


with grace and gentleness. The mountains and hills 
that are scattered and sunk low beneath the feet of 
the Almighty, become the leaves and branches ca- 
ressed by the beautiful lady's mantle. 

But what strikes me most in the description of 
the second apparition of Fatima is the manifestation 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary crowned with 
thorns. 

After having promised Lucia her maternal as- 
sistance (“My Immaculate Heart shall be your ref- 
uge.”) Our Lady opens her hands, and for the second 
time an immense light shines upon the three chil- 
dren, in which they see themselves as if immersed in 
God. A bright beam of light rises towards heaven 
and another shines down on the earth, Francesco 
and Giacinta are in the first, Lucia in the second. 
Then the beautiful Lady with her left hand indicates 
and seems almost to hold her heart in her breast. 
Her heart is surrounded by an even more splendid 
light and sharp thorns. The seers understood that it 
was the Immaculate Heart of Mary, “afflicted by the 
many sins of the world.” 

Jesus also, when He appeared to Saint Margaret 
Mary Alacoque, revealed his heart in this way, Sur 


rounded by a throne of flames, more brilliant than 
the sun and transparent like crystal, the Heart of the 
Divine Saviour was surmounted by a cross and crown 
of thorns. 

But what did Our Lady request from the three 
children when she manifested to them her Immac- 
ulate Heart so afflicted and sad? 

The request was not expressed explicitly, but the 
three children understood clearly the implicit request 
of the heavenly Lady. She wanted penance and rep- 
aration, Already in her first apparition, shé had asked: 


“Do you want to offer yourselves up 
to God? Are you prepared to accept all 
the suffering He wishes to send you, in 
reparation for the sins that offend Him 
to convert sinners?” 


Now, in revealing her Immaculate Heart pierced 
y thorns, she asked for the same thing. 

Our Lady's request is not directed only to the 
three children of Fatima, but to all Christ's followers 
And | would like to add, in a special way to all the 
devotees and spiritual children of Padre Pio, 


Our Lord and Our 
Lady manifested their 
hearts to humanity 
with crowns of thorns 
representing the sin 
and indifference of 
their children. 
Gerardo Di Flumeri 
comments on this and 
wonders if anything 


has changed. 


The Venerable Padre made of his life an unceas- 
ing prayer and sacrifice, in the spirit of Christian 
reparation. It was not for nothing that he offered 
himself to our Lord as a victim for sinners and all 
souls in need. Already in the distant 1912, in an 
excess of divine love that inflamed his heart, he 
directed the following praver to Jesus: 


“Oh, Jesus, if I could only love You, 
if I could only suffer as much as I should 
like in order to make You happy and 
make some kind of reparation for men’s 
ingratitude towards You!” (Letters 1). 


We know that the Lord listened to his prayer 
and made him feel great suffering in his spirit and 
body as proof of his love. 

The Venerable Padre's whole life can be consid- 
ered a worthy and fitting response to the request of 
Our Lady of Fatima. 

What is your response to the silent but eloquent 
request of that Heart crowned with thorns? 


Q 
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“WE BELIEVE IN LOVE!” 


Knowing that God is love according to his Revelation, Antonio Del Gaudio 
notes that our life should be lived as a response to that love. 


ear the apse of the chapel of the Molfetta 
seminary, the cradle of my priesthood, there 
is written: 
“God is Love” - Jn 4,16 - 
believe in Love. 


and we 


For seven years I had those words before my 
eyes, while with prayer and study I made ready to 
ascend the altar of God. In those inevitable moments 
when the ascent became more difficult, I would rush 
to the chapel and kneeling before the Blessed Sac- 
rament, beneath Our Lady's gaze, I would look up to 
read and meditate again those wonderful words, that 
could only have come from the heart of the apostle, 
John. And I would leave strengthened and consoled 
ready to continue the ascent. 

It is June, the month of the Sacred Heart! I do 
not wish to miss this opportunity to reflect with you 
on this unfathomable mystery of love. 


Who are they who believe in love? 


They believe in love all those who are ready to 
lake a risk, since to love is always something of a 
gamble: all those courageous men and women who 
know how to believe with their whole self and with- 
out reservation. 

The self-centred, the schemer, the faint-hearted, 

the cowardly can never believe in love. 
___ They believe in love those conscious of that in- 
finite longing for an infinite love; all those who make 
love the very heart, life and soul of their existence; 
all those who have realised the shallowness and 
superficiality of material goods and yearn for the 
Sovereign Good. 

They believe in love all those youths who have 
chosen those excellent ideals of evangelical perfec- 
lion to guide the fervour and enthusiasm of their 
age: the ideal of chastity in the light of paradise, the 
ies of poverty in the light of a reward of unparal- 
cled wealth, the ideal of obedience in the light of 
true freedom and fraternal charity. 

: They believe in love those parents who give them- 
Selves to their family, their children, with infinite 


patience, faithful always to the sacrament of thei! 
marriage, 

They believe in love those religious who dedi- 
cate their whole lives to the Lord as instruments ol 
his apostolate of salvation. 

They believe in love those volunteers who gen- 
erously offer their free time to the relief of those in 
need, in whom there is Jesus! 

They believe in love those who do not love their 
own lives: 


“He who loves his life loses it” — Jn 
12,25. 
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Only in love can we find true life, true freedom 
and true joy! We have been redeemed, namely set 


free to love! And true love is proper only to the tree 
of heart. Our passions, all passions are slavery. hi 
who are free are master of themselves ani) con si 


“Here Iam Lord! Do with me what 
you will!” 


In which love do we believe? 


The love in which we believe is not something 
abstract, a transitory emotion or vague reality. 

God is love. It is in this love, namely God that 
we believe! 

To believe in love is to believe in God. The love 
we believe in is God: a Trinity of Persons: the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. 

Hence love is Jesus, his Person, his human and 
divine reality: in Jesus everything is love, in Jesus 
everything is trinitary love. In his heart is the heart 
of God, the infinite love of God, that is God. 


Why we believe in love 


We believe in love because we have the proof! To 
rise above a blind and mindless assent, our faith 
needs a motive. Every risk needs to be weighed up, 
even the gamble of love. 


We who believe in love, know why we believe, 
because we have the compelling proof. It is God who 
loved us first! = 1 Jn 4,10. The whole of Revelation, 
whether natural (creation), or supernatural (Sacred 
Scripture and Tradition) is a poem of love, an end- 
less declaration of love on the part of God-Love. 

God who reveals Himself to us, since He is love, 
could not but reveal Himself as anything but love. 


“For God so loved the world that He 
gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in Him should not perish but have eter 
nal life” - Jn 3,16. 


After such great proof how can we doubt God's 
love for us? 

The incarnation of the Word is the incarnation 
of Love. It is love made flesh, the flesh of Jesus. Love 
that has become heart: the heart of Jesus. The incar- 
nation is the incarnation of God, who is Love. 

The heart of Jesus is the masterpiece of the Holy 
Spirit, because a Sacrament of love. 

The Redemption, then, is love in the moment of 
its most genuine expression: the moment of total 
sacrifice. True love, and in fact, all true love, is a 
sacrifice of ourself. The Cross is the supreme proof 
of love! 


“Greater love has no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” — Jn 15,13. 


And from the Cross, already an irrefutable proof 
of love, there arises and is verified a further proof of 
love: from the lacerated side of Jesus, by now life- 
less, there flows “blood and water” - Jn 19,34, sym- 
bols of the sacraments of the Church, channels of 
grace, namely channels of sanctifying love. A proof 
within a proof! 

Among the sacraments we have the Eucharist, 
which is a living testimony to love. In the Eucharist 
there really beats the heart of Jesus, together with 
all his humanity and divinity. 

With the lyricism of one in love, Saint Paul 
declares, 


“That Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith; that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, may have power to 
comprehend... what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth and to know 
the love of Christ which surpasses knowI- 
edge that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God” - Eph 3, 17-19. 


Those who believe in love are able to love God. 
Those who do not believe in love are unable to love 
God, because they do not know God, who is love. 
And those who love God, love love! 
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Love as a response to love 


If all is love, and all is grace and we are crea- 
tures of love, the commandment of love which Jesus 
gave us cannot surprise us: 


“A new commandment | give to you, 
that you love one another; even as I have 
loved you, that you also love one anoth- 
er” — In 13,34. 


Love's circuit is complete: from the Father to the 
Son and through the Holy Spirit, to us = Rm 5,5 - 
and from us to all men, in an endless process, in 
order to be “one thing only!” Jesus in fact says: 


“That they may all be one; even as 
thou Father, art in me, and I in Thee, 
that they also be in us” ~ Jn 17,21. 

“That the love with which Thou hast 
loved me may be in them, and IT in them” 
- Jn 17,25. 


Padre Pio believed in love! 


Padre Pio transformed his whole life into one of 
faith and love. It was for love that he endured suf- 
fering, tasted heavenly joys, prayed, obeyed, accept- 
ed poverty and was an angel of purity. Il was for love 
that he climbed the cross so as to be with his belov- 
ed Jesus. Love filled his heart. 


“My heart is filled with a fire of love... 
It is a delicate and very gentle flame 
which consumes without causing any 
pain... This is a wonderful thing for me, 
something I will perhaps never under- 
stand until I get to heaven” (Letters 1). 


Padre Pio believed in love without reserve. He 
believed in love even and above all in those mo- 
ments of uncertainty, during the dark night of the 
soul. A love that was so great as to bring about the 
fusion of hearts, the hearts of Jesus and Padre Pio. 

Padre Pio tells us: 


“The heart of Jesus and my own - 
allow me to use the expression — were 
fused. No longer were two hearts beating 
but only one. My own heart had disap- 
peared, as a drop of water is lost in the 
ocean” (Letters 1). 


This is the power of faith in love! 

And for those in need, for sinners, he reserved 
the fullness of his heart. 

Padre Pio believed in love! And like him also we 
want to believe in love, as we have done till now, but 
now with more conviction. To find peace in the Heart 
of Jesus! Q 


K 
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Terrified Six years ago my daughter was pregnant 
and terrified of giving birth. I said the novena to 
padre Pio, begging that her labour would be fast and 
casy. December 13th she awoke at 5:10 am and at 
5:50 we were at the hospital and she was ready to 
deliver. She went through it all natural and in less 
than an hour. Thank you Padre Pio — again you were 


ihere. Name withheld 


Fast sale Recently I started a novena to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus (Padre Pio’s novena). [ prayed to Padre 
Pio that I would sell my house within a certain time 
as I had signed a contract to buy another house and 
needed to sell my old house to pay for th 
There were many homes for sale in my village (town 
of 22,000) and some houses were for sale for long 
periods of time. I prayed the novena and within one 
month J had sold my house and was able to pay for 
the new one. If I hadn't sold, I would have had a 
huge debt and much money would have been lost. 


Mary R Gleason 


e new one. 


Case settled In 1986 or thereabouts a relative of 
mine was facing a terrible situation in which he 
would have to go before a court and this would have 
terrible consequences on him, his career and his 
family. They had fallen on extremely hard times 
through business and I made a novena to Padre Pio. 
Before I had finished the novena, I got a distinct 
scent of the most beautiful flowers outside their 
home, this I remarked and passed it off. The relative 
in question never faced the courts and the case was 
settled without damage to his character. 

Margaret Burke 


Skin irritation 1 take this opportunity to thank 
Padre Pio for curing me from a severe skin irrita- 
tion, I suffered for several weeks and was driven 
absolutely crazy night and day with it. No medica- 
tion seemed to help and then I remembered Padre 
Pio’s novena which I began and many, many thanks 
to him, it all left and I have peace at last and spir- 
itual help. Mrs Keating 


Cadetship | am writing to tell you of the wonderful 
work of Padre Pio. My son, Graham entered for the 
cadetship competition here in Ireland. There were 
800 in for 30 places and he was a very unlikely 
Candidate. I prayed to Padre Pio and the miracle 
happened, Graham got a cadetship. ; 
Sandra Smaul 
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Steering failed Several months 
Steering kit set inst 
quite considerable 
drive on the 


ago I had a power 
alled in my Hyundai motor car at 
expense. Recently I went for a 
motorway with my wife and we tr 
elled at speeds up to 100 KPH. After 
Motorway I was driving through a shopping area 
and noticed an unusual feeling in the steering so 
stopped against the kerb. On checking I noticed a 
Noise and other irregularities, in the steering rod so 
decided to seek help. I raised my eyes to see where 
I could find a telephone and found a Hyundai flag 
right in front of me some 20 feet away. I had stopped, 
without realising it right outside a Hyundai agent 
Auckland (New Zealand) is a very large city geo- 
graphically. From North to South it is about 60 miles 
long and in the whole area there would not be more 
than about 6 Hyundai agents because it is not a very 
common car. I asked the manager of the garage to 
look at my steering and while driving into his work- 
shop my steering failed completely. When I turned 
the steering wheel it had no effect whatsoever on the 
front wheels. The manager was horrified and said to 
me, “Do you know how lucky you are? If you had not 
stopped when you did you would certa ve had 
a terrible accident and would probably have ben 
killed.” He kept saying over and over, “Someone was 
certainly looking after you.” On the front wind 

our car we have always had a sticker sh: g the 
face of Padre Pio asking for him to protect us. We 
know someone was looking after us: it was Padre 
Pio. John T Dacey 


av- 
leaving the 


“Right uncanny” I have given many Padre Pio relic 
cards out for many years. | am making the following 
testimony on behalf of Padre Pio. A young woman was 
pregnant and single and she was due to have an abor- 
tion. Her Catholic boyfriend had left her. Because he: 
boyfriend was Catholic she took the relic card. I saw 
her sometime afterwards and asked her how every- 
thing was. She went to the doctor all ready for the 
abortion. The doctor examined her and said, “I cannot 
make this out, there is no baby.” The young woman 
said in a northern accent, “It was right uncanny.” 
Thanks be to God and Padre Pio. Elizabeth of Dover 


Plane scare In 1979, L was going to Chile in South 
America on vacation with my family. We had a bad 
scare the plane dropped hundreds of feet. At that 
moment I praved to Padre Pio. Finally we landed safe- 
lv. L believe it was he who saved us. P. Castelblanco 
, 4 
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WHAT?’S HAPPENING 


Part of the new square is paved and the seventh arch has been put in place, thanks to Divine 
Providence through the generosity of our benefactors. 


Anew credit card service for ease and safety 


To be used for the offerings of the new church only. Thank you! 


o<- —— ————-—-—-—--------- ——--—— 
TOtal AMOUN escenario Card expiry date sisscccsssssssssserisnsesessveee 
Name and number of credit card cicccccssscsicssssscecsanvinanneasuiinsnswinacaeneannnn 
Name: ann ‘Surname :isccssissiscesccscssessctvasecpasnsssssscssivecesctcesavavaacdavevecssavdeaasvessaaasssaasenneoes 
EUROCARD SPA UIE SS ccs scenes ea oats ava a sx catacsoa wv pas cmemnsebv een GPa nos Rance nc wa rgueena nae wapeaOSRE MaRS 
VISA Postal) Cod@sc:...5. decsssceseneenaaes COIR ase eerscsezesie, acer ses sorts ee sscenntticasesecsistess ROO 
Signature ............ sh eignunesourlontcerehrnr an nncam dearest: 
aa LCL, eee ee ee ere 
G hy ake d Fill in and mail this form in a sealed envelope to: 
Se only these: cares: P. GianMaria, Capuchin Friary - 71013 San Giovanni Rotondo, FG, Italy 


hw 
to 
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Love in bloom 


his number talks about love, God is 

love and our life should be a tespon 
to God's love. One of the mysteries ol 
© Pio is love, 

It is astounding to see how this man 
who lived ina far distant town upon a 
jyountain in Southern Maly is so loved by 
people around the world, Even people who 
never mel him, but they have met him spir 
ially and the contact ts lasting. However, 
he had said something to the effect that once 
he got hold of a soul, he never lets go of it, 

Ml of this is centred in the love of God 
and neighbour, He wrote to his confessor 
five years after the stigmata was made vis- 
ible that he was “devoured by love of God 
and neighbour", How the commandment ol 
God flowered and brought great fruit: dur- 
ing his lifetime and even now three decades 
after he has gone to God! 

Such greatness is truly overwhelming 
and surprises those who thought they knew 
Padre Pio, How true are the words he said 
that we will understand some mysteries of 
his life only in Heaven. His offering was 
universal and hence the response is univer- 
sal. He has become a citizen of the world. 


padt 


TV star 


The weeks leading up to his Beatilica- 
tion had the friary and church repeatedly 
filled with television cables, cameras, 
lights and sound equipment. Padre Pio has 
become a TV star. The TV crews were here 
from the United States, England, Ireland, 
Monte-Carlo, Switzerland and Germany and 
one has a sneaking feeling it is not going to 
let up. CBS in the States is also planning to 
include Padre Pio in a programme on mir 
acles. So don't be surprised if you see the 
friars in make-up; they have been interviewed 
umpteen times. 


Flying in from Milan 


By the time vou are reading this. a 
proposed daily tight from nearby Foggia 
wrport to and trom Milan will have be 


come a reality 

Mhis enlarges the network of weekday 
flights to and trom Foggia-Rome-Bologna 
Palermo, There ave now connecting buses 
trom Foggia Arporl mta the city only ten 
minutes away, We remind you these lights 
do not operate on weekends 


Beatification medals 


Special medals have been made in 
commemoration of Padre Pio's Beatitica 
tion. The medal figures, on one side, a 
bust of Blessed Padre Pio with his dates 
The other side of the medal is taken from 
Messina's Way of the Cross showing Padre 
Pio as the Cyrenean carrying Christ's 
Cross, On this side of the medal are writ 
ten the dates and place of Padre Pio's 
beatification, with the coat of arms of John 
Paul Uf, the t6th century church of Our 
Lady, the larger church, Padre Pio’s hos 
pital and the words, “Place your trust in 
God.” 

The different medals available are: 

Commemorative medal in silvered bronze 
(60 mm. diameter with blue box 9x9 
cms) £ 70.000 
Commemorative medal in silvered bronze 
(60 mm. diameter set in plexiglass 8x8 
ems) £ 80.000 
—~ Commemorative medal in silvered bronze 
(60 mm. diameter, in a sack) £ 60.000 
~ Medal in metal, silver coated with link 
(20 mm. diameter) £ 10.000 

Please order the medals directly trom: 


THE VOICE OF PADRE PIO 
71013 San Giovanni Rotondo, FG, Italy 
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THE PILGRIMS’ PAGE 


oN 3 =< 
Eileen and the pilgrims gathered through the 
Irish office 


Pat O'Connor with his numerous group of Irish 
men and women 


Mary explained the nuts and bolts to this ees a == te 2 = as 
Irish pilgrimage The first group of the new year from Louisiana, USA 


— 
ae : ee) 
The handicapped find the faculties they 
need in Our Lady's shrine 


BIOGRAPHIES 


syerybody'’s Cyrenean 

me Alessandro of Ripabottoni, 

GEM Cap. The biography in cor- 
scted edition. 

rr8.00 -£ 11.00-£ 12.00 Ir 


His Early Years 

by Fr. Augustine Mc Gregor, 
0.C.S.0. A professional and well 
documented study of the Padre, 
$6.00 - £ 3.70 - £ 4.00 Ir 


A Biographical Sketch 

by Edward White. A synthesis of 
Padre Pio's life with testimonials, 
$2.50-£ 1.50 - £. 1.60 Ir 


A View of Padre Pio from Mary 
Pyle’s House 

by Geraldine Nolan. Recollections 
connected with the Mary Pyle 
house. (Friary Publication). 

$ 6.00 - £ 3.70 - £ 4.00 Ir 


Mary Pyle 

by Bonaventura Massa, OFM Cap. 
A more complete study of the 
Franciscan tertiary composed of 
personal testimonies (Friary Publi- 
cation). 

$9.00 - £ 5.60 - £ 6.00 Ir 


Padre Pig 
Letters | 
These letters co 


of Pietrelcina, 


™MPrise the corre 
spondence between Padre Pig and 
his spiritual directors 
$ 18.00 - £ 11.99 - 


£12.00 fr 
Letters 1] 
Spiritual direction for 


through his wri 
3 16.00-¢ 9.50 


evervone 
lings with 
- £10.00 Ir 


a person. 


Letters III 

More letters of the Padre’s spiritual 
direction to various persons, 

$ 18.00 - £ 11.00 - £ 12.00 Ir 


Padre Pio Counsels 

Collection of maxims and words of 
wisdom and advice printed in a 40 
Page booklet with handsome col- 
our photos of Padre Pio. 
$2.50-£1.50-¢£ 1.60 Ir 


Have a Good Day 

Padre Pio’s unpublished thoughts 
arranged for every day. 

$5.00 - £ 3.00 - £ 3.20 Ir 


DEVOTIONAL 


Way of the Cross 
A devotional booklet \ 
from Padre Pio's writings as medi- 


lation for each station. With 
Photos 


S 3.00 


vith an excerpt 


colour 


£1.90-£ 2.00 Ir 
The Prayer Book 

A collection of many f 
Pravers, the Way of tt 
Prayers at Mass. Many 
tographs. 

3.9.00 - £5.60 - £ 6.00 Ir 


avourite 
1¢ Cross and 
colour pho- 


FOR CHILDREN 


A Child’s Story 

by Paul Mandina. A pocket-size 
edition with drawings in colour 
3 3.00-£ 1.90 - £ 2.00 Ir 
Francesco Forgione 
Becomes Padre Pio 
The Servant of God's life 
illustrated in comic 
$ 9.00 - £ 5.60 - 


up to 


" 1 
DOOK Stvle. 


£ 6.00 Ir 


a L ~— / £2.00/$3.00 ) 


tor posting 
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God's Grace Through Padre Pio'’s 
Intercession 

A large collection of testimonials 
granted through Padre Pio’'s inter 
cession around the world. 

$ 16.00-£9.50-£ 10.00 It 


Padre Pio’s Mass 

by Fr. Tarcisio of Cervinara, 
OFMCap. Many things Padre Pio 
said about his Mass are collected 
in this interesting booklet. 
$3.00-£1.90- £2.00 


The Rosary Mysteries 

and Padre Pio 

by Fr. Pietro Tartaglia, OFMCap. 
Meditations on the life of our Lord 
and our Lady, mentioning Padre Pio 
and illustrating how he lived these 
mysteries in his life 

S$ 6.00 - £ 3.70 - £ 4.00 Ir 


The Mystery of the Cross 

in Padre Pio 

by Fr. Gerardo Di Flumeri, 
OFMCap. A meditated study on 
Padre Pio and our Lord's Cross. 
$ 3.00- £1.90 - £ 2.00 Ir 


Padre Pio Calendars for 2000 


calendars for 2000. 


| wish to order 
Name 

Street 

City 

Postal Code 


On the Road with Padre Pio 
by Stella Maris Lilley, The book 
relates the experiences of 25 vears 
travelling around England, Scot- 
land, Wales and Ireland talking 
about Padre Pio. 

$19.00 -£7.00-£7.20 I 


Padre Pio of Pietrelcina 

by Fr. Alberto D'Apolito, OFMCap. 
Memories, experiences and testi- 
monies gathered by a_ local 
Capuchin over many years. 

S$ 16.00 - £ 9.50 - £ 10.00 Ir 


Jack of All Trades 

The collected writings of Padre 
Pellegrino Funicelli, OFMCap. En- 
joyable reading in which is shared 
years of personal experience with 
Padre Pio. 

$ 16.00 - £ 9.50 - £ 10.00 Ir 


Homage to Padre Pio 

Based on Pope Paul's words. With 
many lovely photos in colour. 
$3.00 -£1.90- £ 2.00 Ir 


Nation 


Calendars may be ordered now to give plenty of time for shipping from 
Padre Alessio in Italy or from your local centre as listed on page 2. You 


may pay for the calendars when sold. 
England £ 1.25 - Ireland £ 1.50 - US $ 2.50 


“Send me your guardian angel” 
by Fr. Alessio Parente, OFMCap. A 
book on Padre Pio and Guardian 
Angels (Friary Publication). 
$9.00-£5.60- £6.00 lr 


The Holy Souls 

By Fr. Alessio Parente, OFMCap. 
Documented facts of the holy souls 
of Purgatory and Padre Pio. 
$9.00 - £5.60 - £ 6.00 Ir 


Guides to Pietrelcina and San 
Giovanni Rotondo 

Handy, pocket-size booklets, with 
colour photos. Each at 

$ 1.80-£ 1.15 - £1.20 Ir 


The Devil in Padre’s Life 

by Fr. Tarcisio of Cervinara 
OFMCap. Documented examples 
from the Padre’s writings. 

$ 5.00 - £ 3.00 - £ 3.20 Ir 


Add 
£2.00/$ 3.00 
for posting 


<a PADRE PIO 
and the Jubelee 
Ose two thousand __: i 


Marked Man 


re atest video made on the Serv- 
int ol God. 
at 00 - £ 15.00 - £ 16.00 Ir 


At Heaven's Gates 
Ceremony of canonization process 


Testimonie 
brates Mass. 
£15.00-£ 16.00 Ir 


sio cele 


5 25.00 - 


sof healing. Padre Ales- 


Way of the Cross 

Father Alessio guides us through the 
Shrine’s stations 

$ 1600-£950-£ 1000 Tr 

Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry 
Up to the minute with the Pope's 
visit. $ 25.00 - £ 15.00 - £1600 Ir 


I can refuse no one 

Padre Pio’s life, development 
around his tomb. Testimonies 

$ 16.00 - £9.50. £ 10.00 Ir 


I Can Refuse No-One 

The Padre’s story with testimonies 
of intercession gathered from the 
documented reports. 

¢ 6.00 - £ 3.70 - £4.00 Ir 


‘Padre Pio 


‘Ihe 
Marked Man 


My Life with Padre Pio 

Fr Alessio’s conversation about the 
Servant of God. 

$ 6.00 - £ 3.70 - £ 4.00 Ir 


A Man and a Message for Our Time 
Rev Fr Jack McArdle, SS.CC. Re- 
flections on the Padre 

$ 6.00 - £ 3.70 - £ 4.00 Ir 


Fifty Years 

of Thorns and Roses 

A video of the film. Order directly 
from the USA Centre 

© 35.00 Not avatlable for Europe 


Padre Pio, the Stigmatist 
Testimony and other stories. Or- 
der directly from the USA Centre. 
§ 25.00 Nor available for Europe 


A Call That Must Be Heard 

Rev Fr Jack McArdle’s second tape 
on Padre Pio. 

$ 6.00 - £ 3.70 - £ 4.00 Ir 


Maria - A tape by Vera M. Calandra 
dealing with Padre Pio’s interven- 
tion in her family. 

§ 6.00 - £ 3.70 - £ 4.00 Ir 


Ada \ 
{f ¢2.00/$ 3.00 | 


\. for posting / 
pee 


How To Travel To San Giovanni Rotondo 
There are now planes, trains and a coach making daily trips 
to the nearby city of Foggia or in the case of the coach to San 
Giovanni Rotondo itself. 


Planes 

Planes depart Rome's Fiumicino airport around 7:00 am and 
9:30 am, for a 45 minute flight to Foggia where you can 
transfer to the train station for the Sita coach that leaves 
every hour or hour and a half for San Giovanni Rotondo. 
except Sundays or holidays when the schedule is reduced 
drastically. Return flights from Foggia to Rome are around 
7:30 am and 6:00 pm. There are also daily flights to and from 
Foggia with Milan, Venice, Palermo and Bologna. 


Trains 

Trains depart Rome's Termini Station for Foggia around 

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 1:00 pm, 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm. The first 

three are rapid trains and worth taking to save time 
Return to Rome from Foggia departure is around 8:00 

am, 9:30 am, 1:30 pm, 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm 


Coaches 
From Rome - Departure around 6:00 am from Tiburtina 


Station and arrival in San Giovanni Row yndo after ab 
hours. Return from San Giovanni to Rome arou 3 
From Naples - There are three moming and tw 
coaches from Naples train stauion to the Foggia sta 
Sundav and holiday schedule iy reduced to one ¢ 


By car 
Leaving Rome or any northern city in Italy, take the 4 25 
autostrada for L'Aquila. Branch off onto the A24 in the 
direction of Pescara/Chieti Proceed south and evit at San 
Severo, follow indications for San Giovanni Rotondo which 
js about a half hour's drive 

If vou are travelling from Naples or the southern part o! 
Italy vou take the A/14 autostrada for Napoli/Ban and exit al | 
Candela. You then proceed to the city ol Foggia. Before 
entering Foggia, turn left into the ring road and follow signs 


for Manfredonia/San Giovanni Rotondo 


We cannot give exact schedules of departures because 
changed. For stance, in Italy the 
every Mav and September Therefore 


are not exact but only indicative 


thev are constantly beng 


train schedule ts char 
the times we have giver: 
Exact schedules will be given hen tickers are purchased 


